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T he Ch a i r wou l dP RESIDENT HEINEMAN : Thank yo u , Nr . C le rk .
recognize Senator Schimek to op en .

S ENATOR SCH IN EK : Yes, thank yo u , Nr . Pr esident and members .
I'm hopeful that this bill won't take a s l o n g , n ow t h a t we ' v e
had some of the ph ilosophical discussions, but let me go t h rough
the bil l . I 'm not going t o g o t h r ough it se c t ion by se ction

b ecause some of it is s imply harmonizing and chang ing langua g e
i n the bill and from one definition to another . But wh a t I wil l
do is point out what I t hink are the m ain s ec tions for you to
consider. Sect ion 5 of the b ill talks about the fac t that the
Secretary of State is requir ed to estab lis h a free acce s s
system, such as a t o l l-free number or In ternet web site wh ich

allows any voter who casts a provisi onal ba llot to d i scover
whether the vote was counted, and if the vote wa s not counted ,
the reason the vote was not counted . The Secr e t ary of St ate is
asked to establish and maintain reasonable procedures to protect
the security, confidentiality and integrity of t he info rmation
used by t he f ree ac c ess system. Ac ces s to in f o rmation about an
individual's provisional ballot w ill be rest ricted to the
individual who cast s the ballot . W e chang e d th e n ame of th e
Federal E lect ion C ommiss i on to the Election Assistance
Commission in Sectio n 9 . And Section 16 t alks ab out the fact

that when you' re voting on paper ballo ts that are manuall y
counted or coun ted by optical scanners, filling in the oval or
making a cross or other clear intelligible mark in the square
constitutes a valid v ot e . When a vo te r is u s i ng an e l e ctronic

voting system, a valid vote is def ined as ca us ing a m ar k to be
recorded opposite the candidate or ba llot question response for

which the voter wishes to vo te . And , of course , part of the
underlying reas on for this is that , other w i se, if you don' t
establish what a v a lid vote is and say that you h ave to f il l in

this, then all sorts of questions come up a bo ut vot er intent and
the mach ine s m isco u nting some of th ese if th ey ' re not properly
done. Section 17 s ays that the election commissioner or county
clerk is req uired to pos t voting information n each polling
place on the day of e l ection and th e inform a t ion w ill include
the da te of the e lect ion and the ho urs du ring wh ich the po lls

are open; instructions for v o ters who registered to v ote by mai l
and first-time voters; general in form a t i on on voting rights ,
including infor m ation on the rig h t o f a n i n d ividual to cast a
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